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examination.1 Its length is one year, and it covers
precisely the subjects of the examination save that
a course of physical training, consisting of riding and
fencing, must also be taken.
Subject to the conditions of being French citizens
between the ages of seventeen and twenty-one, and of
producing a certificate of good moral character, etc.,
students are admitted to the Preparatory Section at
the pleasure of the Council of Administration, and
their number is naturally considerably larger than
that of the candidates to be admitted by the examina-
tion to the School proper. In fact, the career seems
to be attracting more and more competitors; for in
1897 there were about 140 candidates for the thirty-
three or thirty-four places in the School; while in 1898
they increased to about 180, and in 1899 there were
expected to be about 200. This indicates, of course,
a large proportion of men disappointed; but in com-
paring this system with that of the Dutch it must be
observed, first, that the men are much younger, nine-
teen being about the average age of entrance to the
School; second, that the study preceding the compe-
tition is only one year; and third, that the list of
subjects, although all chosen with a view to their
usefulness to a colonial official, are by no means so
purely technical as those taught at Delft, and are
more useful for the purpose of a general mental cul-
ture. The unsuccessful candidate wastes, therefore,
far less time in France than in Holland.
1 Decree of April 2, 1896.